Is it cancer or not?
Two cases are reviewed in whom a positive bone scan led to a diagnosis of metastatic bone disease and hospice referral. One of these was subsequently shown on magnetic resonance image (MRI) scanning to have benign metabolic bone disease; in the other, a repeat bone scan 18 months later confirmed benign pathology. The potential impact on patient and family in these situations is considerable and the usefulness of MRI in distinguishing benign from malignant bone disease is discussed.